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4th IINTERNATIONAL FINE ART COLONY OF CERAMICS – ZLAKUSA 2008
June 26 – July 1

International fine art colony of ceramics – Zlakusa is unique program of artistic creativity in wider space of European South East. Relied on centuries old tradition of Zlakusa pottery, as authentic non material heritage of Serbia, as well as on the search for new artistic expressions, young talents and international exchange of knowledge, skills and ideas, Zlakusa colony represents multiple challenge both for its participants and organizers. 
The organizer of Zlakusa colony is The Potters Association “Zlakusa” from Zlakusa, craftsmen guild of last masters of famous Zlakusa pottery. The patrons of colony are Assembly of Uzice city, National Museum in Belgrade, National Museum in Uzice, Faculty of Applied Arts in Belgrade and Ministry of culture of Serbia.

4th International fine arts colony of ceramics – Zlakusa 2008 will take a part from June 26 to July 1, 2008 in pleasant, domestic environment of western Serbia village Zlakusa (cc 200 km from Belgrade). This year colony will gather around 12 ceramists from Serbia and abroad. They will have an accommodation in private, comfortable homes of Zlakusa potters (individual accommodation, privacy and other needs guaranteed) as well as three meals per day (there is a space in application form to stress any special demands such as vegetarian food, etc.). The organizer covers all traveling costs for foreign participants of colony from Belgrade to Zlakusa and back, as well as the cost of tourist visa.

The program of the colony implicate four (4) days of intensive work with specific Zlakusa clay (local found clay mixed with calcite mineral) in traditional way on a hand-turned wheel. There is only one mandatory theme (requires minimum 2 artistic objects) and unlimited field for personal ideas and creations. Since the characteristic of local clay is to dray slow none of the objects should be taller or wider than 1 meter. Such proportions live a possibility for every artist to finish his work in duration of colony. 
MANDATORY THEME

This year mandatory theme is inspired with famous Manet painting “Le Déjeuner sur l’Herbe” (“The Breakfast on the grass”)   in terms of relation between art and eroticism, function and symbolism. What kind of the dish the one will use to serve the aphrodisiac in it? Is there any possibilities that ceramics can be make erotically only on basis of its concept? Love & art – is there a connection? How would you express it if you see one?  
It is not necessary that your artistic creation must be in shape of dish, pot or vassal. Let your imagination on.
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Le Déjeuner sur l’Herbe, Edagar Manet, 1863. oil on canvas
If there as any special needs in terms of colors or other secondary materials for work, please let us know. It is most important that you bring your tools with you.

WORK SHOP

The fifth day of the colony starts the ceramics workshop. Every year Zlakusa will be host of one master of ceramics art from other part of the world who will teach and demonstrate in period of three days one authentic ceramic technique. This year demonstrator is Romanian artist Ionela Mihuleac, M.A. of visual arts, fonder and president of ArsContinua artistic association and coordinator of multimedia artistic camp in Iasi (Romania). Ionela is also master for famous Cucuteni ceramics, beautifully shaped, reach in colors and of prehistorically origin. 
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Cucuteni ceramics, Ionela Mihuleac, replicas

The work shop is free for colony participants, but it is also open for limited number of interested “outsiders” that are ready to pay participation fee (80 Euro) + three night accommodation in Zlakusa (30 Euro without food i.e. 50 Euro with three meals per day). All work shop attendees will get appropriate certificate and right to keep one of the objects they made.
When the work shop is over, the participants of colony will have two days excursion to visit Zlatibor shire with its famous 13th and 14th century churches, ancient trains in Mokra Gora, ethno village in Sirogojno and famous Emir Kusturca’s Kamengrad city. Excursion includes visits to extraordinary interesting ateliers of two respected Serbian painters Boza Kovacevic and Ljubivoj Jovanovic.

The last day of colony, when all objects are dried we’ll do the fairing in traditional Zlakusa way, in an open fire. That will be also the opportunity to finish all other decorating works if planed.
International fine arts colony of ceramics – Zlakus implies minimum two exhibitions (Belgrade and Uzice galleries), bilingual representative catalogue (English and Serbian) and bilingual (also English and Serbian) web presentation at internet web portal of colony (the very same portal is in construction and will be finished during the January 2008).

The participants of colony do have the right to keep one artistic object they made, but after the artistic manager and selector of colony made a choice of objects to be exhibited and afterwards preserved in Zlakuza ceramics permanent collection.

It is not demanded, but it would be nice to add all the drawings, sketches, notes and other materials correspondent with your “Zlakusa ideas” since we are up to collect materials for monograph on Zlakusa, its tradition and its colonies.
If you are ceramist and you would like to join Zlakusa colony in June 2008, please do read carefully the Proposition and fulfill the application form and send us your professional biography and some reproductions of your works. We expect your answer till March 15, 2008. 

Sincerely yours,

Tamara Ognjevic, art historian

Artistic manager & selector of Zlakusa colony 2008 
Contacts:

Tamara Ognjevic

Brace Jerkovica 145/35

11 000 Belgrade

Serbia

Phone: 011/24 68 159; Mobil. 062/864 38 00

E-mail: zlakusa@hotmail.com ; mymy@yubc.net 
